Major literary sources

Vedic literature Vedas and Vedangas
Upanishads

Later Vedic literature Aranyakas
Brahmanas

Puranas S —————

1. Literary sources

Sources of Ancient
Indian history
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Common perceptions on literary sources

Buddhist literature(Written in Pali language)

Jain literature(Written in Prakrit language)

Sanskrit
Foreign accounts

Greeks

Chinese

Arabian

Religious in nature

2. Archaeological sources

—

3 Improper or insufficient chronology

Architectural sources

Excavations

Epigraphic sources(Inscriptions)

Numismatic sources




50,000 - 100,000 BC

Covers the greater part of the Ice Age.

Quartzite pebble tools and flakes
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Lower Palaeolithic Age

represents a Pre-hand-axe industry

Siwalik range

No human remains were found during this period.

To cut trees
Hand axes e
w& is broader and the working edge is narrow.
To split abjects
A tool with a heavy, broad bifaced edge
Made by chipping the sides of the stones.

Cleavers

Choppers

Soan valley in Punjab, now in Pakistan

Belan valley in Mirzapur district in UP

Caves
{ &

Pahalgam in Kashmir
Belan valley in Allahabad

\ ock shelters

Bhimbetka and Adamgarh in Madhya Pradesh

16 R and Singi Talav in Rajasthan

Nevasa in Maharashtra

Hunsgi in Karnataka
Attirampakkam in Tamil Nadu




Soan valley Crude pebble industry during himalgyan glaciati(El

Rohri hills Tools and weapons
Narmada valley Samnapur

Sites
Tungabadra %
i ithi : N Mindmapcharts
iddle Palaeolithic Age Bhimbetka Mindm: Hg!hammm
Nevasa
Made of Chert

a piece of hard stone made by chipping the edges

Flake tools

small and medium-sized handaxes and cleavers

Scrapers

Tool types

Borers large borers or awls

Blade-like tools




Mesolithic or
Middle stone age

\
\

'meso’ middle and 'lithic' stone.

Middle stone age in India is termed as Late Stone Age, _Eeso_litﬁc or Microlithic_Period.

Basics

Mesolithic age in India started about 8000 B C. and continued up to about 4000 BC.

Transitional phase between the Palaeolithic and the Neolithic Ages

Warmer climate resulted in increased flora and fauna
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Langhnaj (District Mehsana) in Gujarat
Bhimbetka (near Bhopal) in Madhya Pradesh
Chopani Mando (near Allahabad in Belan Valley) in Uttar Pradesh

Geographical Distribution Birbhanpur (District Burdwan) in West Bengal

\ Settlements

Bagor in Rajasthan
Sanganakallu in Karnataka

Tuticorin in southern Tamil Nadu

People lived in huts with paved floors and wind screens

Huts were roughly circular or oval

People at Bhimbetka made floors wi.th flat stone slabs.



‘neo’ new and ‘lithic” stone.

Coined by John Lubbock

Neolithic settlements in the India are not older than 6000 B.C.

Neolithic settlements in India were first developed in the west of the Indus.
Cultivation of plants and the domestication of animals began.

Basics

Led to settled life and growth of village settlements.
Crops such as wheat, barley, rice, millet, lentils were cultivated

Neolithic or New

stone age Hunted wild animals such as boar, nilgai, gazells, etc. @ Mindmapcharts

Domesticated animals include sheep, goat, cattle, etc. WWmiidsnanchitie enm
Houses were circular in shape built on a series of bamboo posts with a conical roof

Houses were subdivided into four or more internal compartments
In Kashmir valley, the Neolithic people of phase-I lived in circular, oval, rectangular or square pits

Settlements

\
\

Walls were of wattle and split bamboo screen plastered with mud
Houses had a hearth in a corner, sometimes only two stones juxtaposed
Nagarjunakonda and Paiyampalli(North Arcot district) have yielded evidence of dwelling pits




; Wild animals were domesticated
ithic Revolution —
Neulithic Re Evolution of settled communities
| e
Mindmapcharts Storage of grains due to surplus production
www, mindmapeharts. com e e -
Ground and Polished

Smooth surfaced with symmetrical shapes.
axes, adzes, shoe-lost Celts, long weeding hoes, picks with single or double working ends, chisels, axe-cum hammers

Made of diorite, basalt, slate, chlorite, schi_st@_alﬁ gneiss, sand stone and quartzite.
__ () Indus system

(ii) Ganga valley

(iii) Western India and the northern Deccan

Tools

Neolithic Revolution

Regions of Neolithic agriculture

(iv) Southern Deccan.



built of sun-dried b_ricks.

evidence of houses f

Mehrgarh I | with multiple rooms
| crops like wheat, barley and cotton were discovered from here.

People lived in pits

Burzahom dwelling pits were either circular or rectangular
Kashmir valley f used numerous tools and weapons made of bone.
LG_Ufkral used coarse grey pottery.
Bihar Chirand Bone tools
Karnataka _  Sanganakallu, Brahmagiri, Maski, Piklihal, Hallur Millet cultivation
Allahabad
Uttar Pradesh ————— _
Neolithic Age { cultivation of rice
Ei\(/)[ glljor sites Around Bhima, Krishna and Tungabadra rivers
Budihal
Andhra Pradesh -
Utnur earliest site
Mindmapcharts — A,
®m\'\\‘.mindma;nphm'ls.mm Nagarjunakonda
= Paiyampalli
TamilNadu ———
| Kaveri

Knldih\&a domestication of Rice in 7000 B.C..




Burnished grey ware is the specialty of the Neolithic period.

Pottery | Usage of pottery increased to a great extent

[ Pottery was initially hand made but later turned on wheel and fired in large kilns.

At Burzahom a stone slab is engraved with a hunting scene

Arts

It shows a stag or deer being hunted from the front with a bow and arrow and a spear from the rear.

Drnaments Beads of shell, steatite, terra cotta and siliceous stones and copper and gold were used
——{ Copper bangles from Brahmagiri and spiral ring from Narsipur are the few metal ornaments found in the Neolithic sites.
Neaolithic peop]g buried their dead nearby their habitation
dead are usually buried accompanied by pottery and ornaments, stone tools and even headrest

eolithic Age - Pottery,
Arts, Ornaments and
Burials

Infants were buried in the urns, usually 1:1 the houses.
Burials At Burzahom in the Kashmir valley, the dead used to be buried in_oval~shaped pits dug usually into the house floors.

@ Mindmapcharts Along with the human bones, the bones of dog and goat, which were perhaps sacrificed were also found.
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interesting feature of the Kashmir Neolithic sites is the Animal burials.
Pragaentary burisls of fve wild dogpand anitlers ot barssinggavere found,




Basics

Chalco - copper and lithic - stone

First metal age, copper and its alloy bronze were used

Society

Marked the transition from stone age to metal age.

In south India the Chalcolithic phase is called Neolithic-Chalcolithic phase

Both farming and hunting was prevalent

Nucleatﬂ sett_lemglts
Beginning of social inequalities.

People did not know writing

Chalcolithic age

Mindmapcharts Developed in the regi i
®\\“'\\}nﬂndmulﬂwrls.cum p e regions of central India and Deccan

Settlemen_ts

People knew spinning apd_we_avirig

First _vil}ggg_s_y_st_e@ in India
Chalcolithic_geﬁople did not use bricks
NO bumt bricke wara 1eana




Fortified settlements were found in Balathal

1) Kayatha culture(2000-1800 BC) - Madhya Pradesh Red-slipped ware painted with designs in chocolate colour
Pottery Red painted buff-ware
Combed-ware bearing incised patterns.
2. Ahar or Banas culture(2000-1400 BC) - Rajasthan rw S 8
{  Pottery: Black and Red ware with white designs
Major settlements: Narmada valley, Navdatoli and Nagada
Chalcolithic cultures 3. Malwa culture(i1700-1200 BC) - MP, Maharashtra Pottery: Thick buff surface with designs in red or black

4) Savalda culture (2300-2000 B.C.) Wheat and barley were grown here

Jorwe is a village situated on the Pravara river.
5) Jorwe culture{1400-700 BC) - Nasik. Pottery: Painted black-on-red with matt surface

Settlements became stable and widespread
6) Prabhas culture(2000-1400 B.C.) Lustrous Red Ware,
7) Rangpur culture (1700-1400 B.C.) - Gujarat {itisticnis Red Wate.

First to use painted pottery
Wheel made fine pottery is the specialty of the Chalcolithic culture

Potlery were given with fine slip of red, orange or russet colour
Floral, vegetal, anima, bird and fish motifs were used in the decorations.

Black and Red ware made its first appearance in the Chalcolithic sites
Beads of semiprecious stones like chalcedony, jasper, agate, carnelian, ete. were used

Copper beads, bangles and anklets were common

Copper smelting was known
Mierolithie tools on siliceous material were very common

Implements

People were unaware of Bronze
Stone grinders, millers and hammers were used for processing food.
Regions: Ahar, Gilund, Nagada, Navdatoli, Eran, Prabhas, Rangpur, Prakash, Daimabad and Inamgaon

Chaleolithic age -
Culture

Ahar - copper tools

Trade Tekkalkotta - —gold. and ivory

Jorwe - Pottery

Rajpipla - Semi-precious stones
Womhild’_'{fjil‘fﬁ_]}‘?_[ goddess and bull

Religious practices | Fertility cult was practiced

| Female figurines of clay, either, backed or unbaked, have been reported from Inamgaon and Nevasa

# Mindmapcharts
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Chalcolithic settlements flourished in the black cotton soil zone.

Cultivated both kharif and rabi craps in rotation
Crops | Cereals such as harley and wheat were grown
Agl‘l culture | Grown pulses such as the lentil, black gram, green gram, and grass pea.

Reared buffalo, goat, sheep and pig for food.
Neither plough nor hoe has been attested to at Chaio_l@c Ei_te_s

Perforated stone discs and digging sticks were found
Chaleolithic people believed in life after death.
Dead used to be buried in their respective habitations
Buried in North to South position in Maharashtra
Fractional burials were found at West Bengal
Buried in East to West position in South India
Feet used to be chopped off probably to prevent the dead from returning to this world

Infants and small children used to be buried in pots arranged ‘mouth to mouth

Five urns with pierced bottoms were used at Daimabad.




Stone axes and Blades were absent

Ahar
South-eastern Rajasthan | [

Copper tolls were abundant

| Gilund

Chirand

| Burdwan district

] Midnapore district

Eastern India.

Fish hooks

spindle whorls have been discovered

29 copper bangles and two unique axes

[

Malwa
Chalcolithic Sites | Western Madhya Pradesh | Kayatha
| Eran
&8 Mindmapcharts Jorwe
WIAW ‘J'I'll'l'ldmﬂ E‘}lillTS.L"GITJ
Nev:asa
Daimabad
Western Maharashtra Chandoli

| necklaces of semi-precious stones such as steatite and carnelian beads.

Flat, rectangular copper axes

copper chisels



Belongs to Bronze Age civilization(2500-1700 BC)
Harappa(1921) Rai Bahadur Daya Ram Sahni
Mohenjo-daro(1922) Rakhal Das Banerjee

Early Harappan phase (3500 BC-2600 BC)

| Mature Harappan phase (2600 BC-1900 BC)

| Late Harappan phase (1900 BC-1400 BC)

Discovery

Chronology

Harappan or Indus Civilization named after Harappa, the first of its sites to be excavated in 1920.

Valley civilization

Etymology

Indus-Saraswati eivilization

Other names ¢

|__Samswati civilization. #8 Mindmapcharts
1. Mehrgarh www. mindmapcharts com

2. South India

Most of the sites were not on the river Indus but on the Saraswati river and its tributaries between the Indus and Ganga.
West: Sutkagendor in Baluchistan

Geographical extent East: Alamgirpur in Meerut(Uttar Pradesh)

South: Daimabad in Ahmadnagar(Maharashtra)

North: Manda in Akhnoor Distriet(Jammu and Kashmir)




Seal-making
Shell working

Boat making
Masonry

Occupations |- )
] Ornament n_lakm_g_ B

/ Pottel_ry
/ Terracotta manufactuge
L Spinning and weaving

wheel made pottery dominated
Pottery [ Still handmade pottery was practised

designs of trees and circles were common.

%g]?’}] J Long barrel shaped cornelian beads
;)HS Z / Harappan gold is not bright enough due to high silver content

Ornaments | o
/ ] Gold and silver jewellery

[ Steatite bracelets and amulets
Copper - Khetri mines of Rajasthan
& Mindmapcharts f Chert blades - Rohri hills of Sindh
www.mindmapcharts.com =
[ Carnelian beads - Gujarat and Sindh
. Lead - South India
Sources of raw materials [— e




1 discovery of a large number of seals with papal trees engraved on them
Worshipped animals such as the bull, buffalo and tiger.

Worship of Humped Bull was most prevalent

{ People offered burnt incense before her.
three faced male god
Worship of Pasupathi fJ seated in & yosie postird
rhino and a buffalo on the right
[ surrounded by I elephant and a tiger on the left
J two deersundin_gn under the throne
: Pipal tree was considered most sacred
Worship of Trees P

Worship of animals |

human figure with a bull's horns, hoofs and a tail.

ey #8 Mindmapcharts [ Mythical animals [ three headed chimerus

1 www.mindmapcharts. com human faced goat
semi-human semi-bovine creatures

Symbolic representation of the phallus (linga) and vulva (yoni)
use of amulets suggests their belief in magic and charms
Faith in Magic, Charms and Sacrifices |  seals have figures of men and animals in act of sacrificing.

l Fire altars have also been unearthed at Bana\[ali_,_ Lothal aﬂd_l(alibangan._

\ No special places for worship such as temple

Circular and Rectangular burials
Cremation was also practised
Megalithic burials were found at Surkotada and Dholavira
Earthen pots and urns with ornaments and food grains were also buried with the dead

. Burials ,[
]
[

disposed of their dead either by burial or by cremation
Belief in Life after Death [ buried with household pottery, ornaments and other articles of daily use.

f preserved the ashes of the bodies in clay urns




@ Mindmapcharts

www.mindmapcharts com s
well and water reservoirs were common

Both Single and multi room houses

l—l taps inside every home

Bathing areas and drains were made with baked bricks or stone.

Twao storey houses were common

Rooms were paved with bricks or fired Terracotta cakes

Sun dried bricks
Materials [ — =0
1 Baked bricks
(i) Private houses
Harappan or Indus Buildings

valley Civilization -

(ii) Large houses surrounded by _s_rqaller units

Town planning

(iii) Large public structures

Granaries

| 4
1 Citadel

Straight roads

Roads —— ~—
\  Grid or rectangular pattern

Drainage

Underground or covered drainage
1 Connected from rear side of the houses
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Indus script

wseribed on [_kh-:y i e
Copper tablets
L Pattery
Not dﬁdphemdm

did not write long inseriptions

Harappan or Indus
Valley Civilization -
Script

Writing style

seript is not alphabetical

Symbol of fishes were depicted pred

» W B
Boustrophedon

| Wﬁﬁng[rm_nr-i};tloleﬁandﬁnmlzﬁtoﬂghtinalmtelines



Transport

Solid wheels were used in Harappa
Bullock carts

Boats
Plank built watercraft with sails

Raw materials include copper ores, stone, semi precious shells etc..

Metallic pots and pans, weapons etc...
Finished products include Precious and semi-precious stones such as beads, pendants, amulets etc...

Indus Valley
Yivilization - Trade
and transportation

Ornaments of gold and silver

all exchanges through Barter system

did not use metallic money # Mindmapcharts
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Coastal regions of Persia
. Dilmun and Makan were intermediate trading posts




Decline of Indus
Valley Civilization

¥, Mindma Charts
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Decline of IVC

— ey

Shifting of ﬁveichanngls i
Drying of rivers -
Floods -

Drought

Natural causes

Defoieftgti_on

Indo-Aryan Migration
Decline in trade with Egypt and Mesopotamia
John Marshall and others - Environmental degradation.

Major hypothesis { Mortimer Wheeler - Aryan invasion




Vedic culture

Kinship was the basis of social structure

Sites

Clothes of cotton, wool and animal skin were worn.
. Flute (vana), lute (veena), harp, cymbals, and drums were played
Culture Recreation .( L S i I = e PER
{  Dancing, dramas, chariot racing, and gambling were other popular pastimes.
Settlements Lived in mud settlements
Food Milk products, grains(barley, wheat and rice), fruits and vegetables were consumed
Found in Cilicia (Asia Minor), the capital of the ancEm Hittites
Inscriptions Boghaz- Koi inscriptions Describes vedie gods and goddesses
3 Indra, Varuna, Mitra and Nasatyas (Aswins) were mentioned
#8 Mindmapcharts ; = —
www.mindmapcharts.com Painted Grey Ware site

Bhagwanpura(Haryana) neither iron objects nor cereals were found

-

13 roomed mudhouse




collections of mantras and benedictions
the term Veda is often used to refer to these Samhitas
Rigveda

v . - Y j ed
There are four "Vedic" Samhitas 4’1“'3
Sam_a\reda_
Atharva Veda .

2. Brahmanas | Brahmanas may either form separate texts or can be partly integrated into the text of the Sambhitas.

1. Samhitas (1700-1100 BCE)

commentaries on rituals, ceremonies and sacrifices

1 They may also include the Aranyakas and Upanishads.
@ Mindmapcharts third part of the Vedas
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text on rituals, ceremonies, sacrifices and symbolic-sacrifices

"wilderness texts" or "forest treaties" - written in forests

‘edie compositi(m % Aranyakas Chandogya aranyaka

Two types of aranyakas |

| Jaiminiya Aranyaka

composed by people who meditated in the woods as recluses

They focus on meditation and oppose rituals and sacrifices
Upani-sad that means 'to sit down near someone'.
text discussing meditation, philosophy and spiritual knowledge

Also known as Vedanta ("the end of the Vedas")

There are 108 Upanishads

Upanishads are the culmination of ancient Indian philosophical ideas.

4. Upanishads °

Upanishads also give less importance to ceremonies and sacrifices

Upanishads are philosophical works in dialogue form
contains questions of nature philosophy and the fate of the soul

contains some mystic and spiritual interpretations of the Vedas
Our nation's motto Satyameva jayate is taken from the Mundaka upanishad.




Early Vedic people didn't fight for territories
Tribes were called Vis

There was no Varna system in early vedic period
Families were Patnafc_haland _P;_itri]]_'nea]

Monogamy

e

Society(Early vedic period) Three types of Marriages existed

Superstitions were employed to cure the diseases.

No officers for administering justice

Women were equal to men
‘Women could choose their hushands and could remarry if their husbands died or disappeared.

Status of women

Both women sages and female gods existed
‘Women are allowed to study vedas

* Mindmapcharts Old tribes grouped to form larger political units.
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monarchical states began to form

Vedic Society

Rice(Vrihi) and wheat became chief crops

Wars were fought for territory
Vidhata disappeared completely
social boundaries, roles, status and ritual purity for each of the groups

still kings did not possess any standing army SAlkiof et ficeeand tielt it
= Brahmana's had monopoly of priestly knowledge and expertise
People began to practise gotra exogamy. Kshatriyas | @bochimed portions of teritory as dakshina
society was divided under varna system Vaishya's —mﬂ‘{:’c W:Dwe
Society(Later vedic period) it began ta trade at the end of the Vedic period

All thme_u-poper varnas were entitled to upanayana or sacred thread

Women could not participate in Sabha

functions were demarcated for women

Status of women women were prevented from attending rituals

Male dominance increased to a great extent
women were thought to be inferior and subordinate to men

Asura Vivah Murriage by Purchuse
PR 2 ol ol S el

Arsa Vivah A token bride-price of a Cow and a Bull was given
Brahma Vivah Marriage of a girl with the boy of same Varna with Vedic rites and rituals
3 Daiva Vivah Father donates his daughter toa priest as Dakshina
Marriage types i
Gandharva Vivah Tt was a kind of love marriage or swyamavara ty pe
Prajapati Vivah Marriage without dawry
Paisach Vivah Seduction of  girl while sleeping
Rakshasha Vivah Marriage by abduction




Cattle were the medium of exchange
l Number of Cattle determined the wealth
Economy(Early vedic period) \1
1

war was termed as gavisthi(search for cows)
wealthy person was called Gomat

gifts were in terms of cows and women slaves
# Mindmapcharts |
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Economy during

Private properties were not well established

Artisans such as Iron smiths, potters, jewellers took prominence
‘ . Still agricul :

Agriculture | agriculture was the main oecupation
\ \

Wooden Ploughshare was used with upto 12 oxen at a time
Metals

Vedic period

Tron also called as syama or Krishna Ayas came into use
%L Copper called as Lohit ayas was also used
Money lending became common

Weaving was confined to women

Economy(Later vedic period)




Hierarchy

1. Family (Kula)  ledby Grihapati

2. Village (Grama) _led by Gramani

3. Clan (Vis) ' led by Vispati

Organization of
Vedic people

$8 Mindmapcharts
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4. People or Tribe (Jana)

5. Country (Rashtra)

Chief of tribe

Other name - Gopati Janasya

Rajan

to protect his tribe and their cattle

Duty is r _
| tolead campaigns to possess cattle
) Election of chief by tribes
visa l— . P =
|  Mentioned in Atharva Veda




Two divisions

Body of sacred texts of divine origin comprising the central canon of Hinduism

Four Vedas

Vedic literature

Upavedas

: of Divine arigi
Shruti Believed to be a direct revelation of the “cosmic sound of truth” {T:::dmtl::slated by R
The first source of dharma is Sruti : the Vedas or Revelations
Literally "that which is remembered"” of human origin
L Smriti Auxiliary treatises of the Vedas and are the law books of Indian society Smritiis the second source of authority for dharma
Composed after the Vedas around 500 BCE.
___ Rigyeda
Yajurveda @ Mindmapcharts
e www. mindmapcharts.com
Samaveda
Atharva Veda _1%9;3:;-1@ -
S 5 2. manas
Each Vedas individually consists of  ——
3. Aran)f_al_tas_
4. Upanishads *

Upaveda ("applied knowledge")

Subjects of certain technical works

Dhanurveda (deals with the art of archery)
Gandharvaveda (deals with the music)
Silpaveda (deals with are and architecture)
Ayurveda (deals with medicine)

Divisions




