“We learn from History that we
don't learn from History.”

Friedrich Hegel




Answers for 1st March MCQs

Q-1 Ans-A
First statement is incorrect- SWIFT neither holds funds on its own nor
manages external client accounts.

Q-2 Ans-D

Second statement is incorrect- India is not member of OECD, rather it is
a key economic partner, but it does participate in selected OECD
committees and their subsidiary bodies.




MCQs 2nd March

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) -

1. Decisions on the questions, such as those on peace and security, admission of new
members and budgetary matters etc are requires simple majority of the General
Assembly.

2. UNGA, is the only UN body with universal representation.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c)1and 2

d) None




MCQs 2nd March

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding the Silverline project:-

1. Itis a joint venture between the union government and the Union Ministry of
Railways created to execute big railway projects.

2. The project involves laying of semi high-speed trains linking Thiruvananthapuram
In the south to Kasaragod in the north.

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) None
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@ The Kukis are an ethnic group including multiple tribes originally inhabiting the North-
Eastern states of India such as Manipur, Mizoram and Assam; parts of Burma (now Myanmar),
and Sylhet district and Chittagong hill tracts of Bangladesh. While Kuki is not a term coined by
the ethnic group itself, the tribes associated with it came to be generically called Kuki under
colonial rule. In Manipur, the various Kuki tribes, living mainly in the hills, currently make up
30%.

@ The rest of the population of Manipur is made up mainly of two other ethnic groups the
Meiteis or non-tribal, Vaishnavite Hindus who live in the valley region of Manipur, and the Naga
tribes, historically at loggerheads with the Kukis, also living in the hilly areas of the State.

@Manipur, formerly a princely state including parts of Burma, made the accession into India
after Independence, but was only made a full-fledged State in 1972. The resentment over the
“forceful” inclusion into India and delay in granting statehood led to the rise of various insurgent
movements. The problem was intensified after Manipur was declared a ‘distubed area’ in 1980,
under the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), which gives sweeping powers to the
military and has led to excesses.

@ The roots of Kuki militancy lie in conflicts of ethnic identity. First was the demand for self-
determination solely for groups belonging to their ethnic fabric, meaning the dream to form a
Kukiland which includes Kuki inhabited regions of Myanmar, Manipur, Assam and Mizoram. The
second reason for insurgency lies in the inter-community conflicts between the Kukis and the
Nagas in Manipur. While organisations like Kuki Inpi and Kuki National Assembly had already
formed in the years following Independence, insurgent activity at the time was jointly carried out
by Kuki outfits based in Myanmar and Mizoram for Kukiland.

@ But the Kuki insurgency in Manipur grew in real terms in the 1980s and after the Kuki-Naga
conflicts of the 1990s. This is when the Kuki National Organisation (KNO) and its armed wing
Kuki National Army (KNA) were formed.

@ The community could not shed internal differences between tribes and take a single line of
action. While some miilitant Kuki outfits demanded Kukiland, including parts which are not in
India, some demanded Kukiland within India. At present, the demand has come to the
formulation of an independent district—Kukiland Territorial Council within the purview of the
Indian constitution, modelling the Bodoland Territorial Council, which was formed under the
sixth schedule of the Constitution, after insurgent groups in Assam signed an agreement with
their State government.

@ The Kuki insurgent groups have been under Suspension of Operation (SoO) since 2005, when
they signed an agreement for the same with the Indian Army. Later, in 2008, the groups entered
auipaﬁteageemntwimmesmtegwemmentofuanmmdmeUPAthenhal
government.



Doubts over defence supplies to India India’s RllSSiﬁIl arsenal

Dediveries from Moscow; kviv could be delayed; threar of sanctions looms large : : : : : TR

; - B India, walking a fine line between the West and Russia, shares a decades-old defence trade relationshipwith
: I|<i-:<-"'?:y-'-_' ml: the latter. A book at Russia®s share in India’s defence supplies, deals in progress, and supplies from elsewhere.
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@ Russia is the second largest arms exporter in the world, following only the
United States. In the five-year period between 2016 and 2020 America’s share in
the global arms trade was 37 per cent, compared to 20 per cent of Russia’s, as
per the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), which tracks
the global arms trade and military expenditure. For Russia, India is the largest
importer, and for India, Russia the largest exporter when it comes to arms
transfer. Between 2000 and 2020, Russia accounted for 66.5 per cent of India’s

arms imports.

@ At the moment there are two major defence deals between India and Russia
that might be jeopardised by the current crisis. First, and most significant, is the
deal to buy five units of the state-of-the-art S-400 Triumf air-defence system. Itis
among the most advanced in the world, and India placed an order for five units
for around $5 billion in 2018. The first unit was delivered in December 2021, and
has been deployed at an Indian Air Force base in Punjab. The deal has been
under the threat of American sanctions, even as the US had not decided on it

yet.

@ Similarly, India and Russia had just signed a deal to manufacture around 6
lakh AK 203 rifles at a factory in Amethi. But apart from these ongoing projects,
Russia has also pitched to make six AlP-powered conventional submarines for
the Navy under the P75-I project.

India is also in talks with Russia to lease two nuclear-ballistic submarines,
Chakra 3 and Chakra 4, the first of which is expected to be delivered by 2025.
Earlier too, INS Chakra 1 and INS Chakra 2 were Russian vessels, both of which
were returned after their leases expired. India has one indigenously
manufactured nuclear ballistic submarine commissioned, of the four that are
being built. However, a lot of the technology is based on Russian platforms.



Why sea route Turkey controls is key for Russia
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@ The Bosporus and Dardanelles straits, also known as the Turkish Straits or the

Black Sea Straits, connect the Aegean Sea and the Black Sea via the Sea of
Marmara. It is the only passage through which the Black Sea ports can access
the Mediterranean and beyond. Over three million barrels of oil, about three per
cent of the daily global supply, mostly produced in Russia, Azerbaijan, and
Kazakhstan, pass through this waterway every day. The route also ships large
amounts of iron, steel, and agricultural products from the Black Sea coast to
Europe and the rest of the world.

@ According to the 1936 Montreux Convention Regarding the Regime of the

Straits, often referred to simply as the Montreux Convention, Turkey has control
over both the Bosporus and Dardanelles straits.

In the event of a war, the pact gives Ankara the right to regulate the transit of
naval warships and to block the straits to warships belonging to the countries
involved in the conflict.

@ Article 19 of the treaty contains an exception for the countries on the Black
Sea that can effectively undermine Turkey’s power in blocking the Russian
warships entering or exiting the Black Sea: “Vessels of war belonging to
belligerent powers, whether they are Black Sea Powers or not, which have
become separated from their bases, may return thereto.



Early introduction of accountability Bill sought

Activists participating in dharna say protest will continue until statute is enacted

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

Information and livelihood
rights activists in Rajasthan
have shifted their emphasis
from enactment of a transpa-
rency and social accountabili-
ty law to an early introduc-
tion of the Bill on the subject,
following a budgetary an-
nouncement in the Assembly.

The ruling Congress had,
in its manifesto for the 2018
Assembly election, promised
to bring the legislation.

Chief Minister Ashok Geh-
lot announced the decision to
bring a Right to Service Gua-

rantee and Accountability Bill
and launch the Indira Gandhi
Urban Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme to provide 100
days of employment with an
outlay of I800 crore in his
budget speech on February
23,

Activists participating in a
jawabdehi dharna at Sha-
heed Smarak here have de-
manded early tabling of the
Bill in the Assembly, followed
by its enactment into a law.
They have also announced
that the dharna would conti-
nue until the statute is enact-
ed, while pointing out that

Mr. Gehlot had made a similar
announcement in his budget
speech in 2019.

Mazdoor Kisan Shakti San-
gathan (MKSS) leader and
right to information activist
Nikhil Dey said.the enact-
ment of the legislation on so-
cial accountability would not
only help the people strug-
gling to get the benefits of go-
vernment schemes, but
would also ensure effective
implementation of other bud-
getary announcements at the
grassroots level.

Barmer-based right to in-
formation (RTI) activist Amra

Ram Godara, who was kid-
napped and assaulted in De-
cember 2021 after he com-
plained about irregularities in
the village panchayat, said at
the dharna that he was still
getting threats. State Informa-
tion Commissioner Narayan
Bareth extended support to
Mr. Godara.

Chhaya Pachauli of Jan
Swasthya Abhiyan said ignor-
ing the Right to Health Care
Act in the budgetary announ-
cements had raised a ques-
tion mark on the State go-
vernment’s intention to bring
the legislation.



A cautionary tale

India must heed the warning of the IPCC
report and shore up adaptation measures

midst global turmoil, the Intergovernmental Pa-
nel on Climate Change — the largest international

consortium of scientists analysing and reviewing
the evidence on the present and future man-made im-
pacts of climate change — has a message that is predic-
tably dire. The world faces unavoidable multiple cli-
mate hazards over the next two decades with global
warming of 1.5°C; even temporarily exceeding this
warming level would mean additional severe impacts,
some of which will be irreversible. The report points
out that the rise in weather and climate extremes has
led to some irreversible impacts as natural and human
systems are pushed beyond their ability to adapt. Allud-
ing to the Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow,
in November 2021, the report notes that most of the tar-
gets that countries have set for themselves are too far in
the future to have an impact in the short term at mea-
ningfully reducing the climate impact.

India will achieve net zero emissions latest by 2070,
that is, there will be no net carbon emissions, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi declared at the COP26 summit.
By 2030, India would also ensure 50% of its energy will
be from renewable energy sources: However, none of
this can help the 1.5°C mark from being breached. A ma-
jor point of emphasis of the report, particularly for
South Asia, is the trend in the ‘wet bulb’ temperature —
an index of the impact of heat and humidity combined
— and its effect on health. Lucknow and Patna, accord-
ing to one of several studies cited in the report, were
among the cities predicted to reach wet-bulb tempera-
tures of 35°C if emissions continued to rise, while Bhu-
baneshwar, Chennai, Mumbai, Indore, and Ahmeda-
bad are ‘at risk’ of reaching wet-bulb temperatures of
32°C-34°C with continued emissions. This will have con-
sequences such as a rise in heat-wave linked deaths or
reduced productivity. Global sea levels will likely rise
44cm-76cm this century if governments meet their cur-
rent emission-cutting pledges. But with higher emis-
sions, and if ice sheets collapse more quickly than ex-
pected, sea levels could rise as much as 2 metres this
century and 5m by 2150. India is one of the most vulner-
able countries in terms of the population that will be af-
fected by sea-level rise. By the middle of the century,
around 35 million of its people could face annual coas-
tal flooding, with 45 million-50 million at risk by the
end of the century if emissions are high. Experience has
shown that partisan economic calculations trump cli-
mate considerations, but India must shore up its adap-
tation measures and urgently move to secure the fu-
tures of its many vulnerable who have the most to lose.
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Bastar’s wheels of justice grind exceedingly slow

Article discusses how the court hearings should not be suspended during COVID times as jail conditions and quick trials
do matter particularly in conflict regions.

Confzxt —

® The lives of thoge arrested and their families, for a good number of years after incarceration, hinge upon the
efficiency of the judicial system and good governance of jails. Jails and courts may not matter much for most
people, but in conflict regions where many families have some members in jail at any point of time, jail conditions
and speedy trials do matter.

Case study of Bastar region- Chhattisgarh

o In the Naxalites dominated Bastar region, throughout the COVID-19 erigis, intermittent suspensions of court work
and jail vigits have created enormous hardships for prisoners and their families.

e InBagtar, a high proportion of ‘N axalite’ cases are being tried in the National Investigation Agency (N1A) courts, but
due to the decigion to decentralise NIA courts- the decentralisation process required hundreds of files to be
transferred to the different courts in the respective districts. Old session trial numbers were renumbered in the new
courte. Overcrowding in prisons, already a serious problem in Bastar prisons, worsens every time court hearings are
suspended.

o [nNaxalites dominated regiong, the accused are mostly charged under Acts such as the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA), the Arms Act and the Explosive Subgtances Act (all scheduled under the NIA Act) and
also other sections of the Indian Penal Code, or [PC, mostly based on fabrications.

o After aMaoict attack or incident, a large number of people from the surrounding areas, male and female, get
arrested and charged in this manner. Bail, a possible relief, is rarely granted in these cases and almost never to those

charged under the UAPA. This is so common that it has become unwritten law.

o Thus for these people- the speed of the trial, therefore matters.



A history of clothing and why it matters

Undersanding clothing and defiance of dress codes can build greater civiliny and orr for difference

A history of clothing and why it matters

Article highlights how understanding clothing and defiance of dress codes can build greater civility and respect for
difference.

Aggsessment

® The chapter on the complex histories of clothing over the last two centuries was indeed a part of the revised
NCERT books of 2005-06 before it was finally withdrawn in 2019. Article mentiong that children need to learn
ways of thinking historically, from which there may emerge some understanding, some tolerance, and hopefully, new
forms of civility.

e A higtory of clothing can do several things: it will introduce students to thinking more about what ‘dress codes’, and
opposition to them, have done in the past, and what they signify. For one, dress codes symbolised and affirmed
power structures — whether these were colonial, upper caste, religious or patriarchal power structures.

® By using their power and even violence, states, religious authorities, upper castes, or even male heads of families
could insist that people conform to preseribed ways of dressing. Societal hierarchies were thus sustained and

perpetuated.

e However, the history equally reveals the numerous and continual attempts made, often with success, to challenge
these hierarchies, and adopt new codes of clothing. Thereis a need to understand both these processes in order to
make sense of an almost irresolvable predicament: when a specific community is under siege, and the language of
uniformity is used to naturalise majoritarian choices, the prohibition on the hijab imposes the choices of the majority
community on a minority.

e A history of clothing will allow students to understand how such debates arose in the past and how they were
resolved. Congider the issues that aroge about headgear and footwear. At the beginning of the [9th century, it was
customary for Britigh officials to follow the Indian etiquette and remove their footwear in the courts of ruling kings
or chiefs. However, [t took 20 years of petitioning for the strict ‘shoe respect’ rules to change.

® Should our students algo not learn why B.R. Ambedkar’s decided to adhere to the three-piece (western) suit as a
sign of social mobility, of modernity, and in defiance of upper caste proseriptions on lower caste dress?

® Article mentiong that the rich, varied, and contradictory pasts, which are our heritage, must be brought back into the
classroom, for discussion, debate, and above all for building greater civility, and respect for difference.



