“Power has only one
duty- to secure the social
weliare ol the People”

] - - -
i
Benjamin Disraeli




Answers for 2nd March MCQs

Ans- B

e First statement is incorrect as Decisions on important
questions, such as those on peace and security, admission of
new members and budgetary matters, require a two-thirds
majority of the General Assembly, on other questions are by
simple majority.

Ans- A

First Statement is incorrect as, it is joint venture between the
Kerala government and the Union Ministry of Railways.




MCQs 3rd March

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC)-

1. It was set up in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

2. |IPCC, is an independent body set up for assessing the science related to
climate change having members from all countries.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c)1and 2

d) None




MCQs 3rd March

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding the Montreux
Convention:-

1. Under the Montreux convention, Turkey has control over both the Bosporus
and Dardanelles straits.

2. It regulates the maritime traffic through the Black sea and Mediterranean
sea.

3. The Bosporus and Dardanelles straits connect the Aegean Sea and the
Black Sea via the Sea of Marmara.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only

d)1,2and 3




EXTLAINER

The Russian invasion is making the global chip shortage situation worse

Will the crisis further deepen as the war escalates ? How will the world cope with the colossal shortage 7

@ As pandemic hit, People switched to work from home, children connected to schools

through laptops, and get-togethers happened over video calls. This shift led to a surge in
demand for laptops and tablets. These devices in high demand run on thumbnail-sized
semiconductor piece (or pieces some time), performing various functions on a single
device. And manufacturers produce them as 200mm or 300mm wafers.

@ These are further split into tiny chips.While the larger wafers are expensive and
mostly used for advanced equipment, the devices that were in high demand needed
smaller diameter wafers. But the manufacturing equipment required to make them were in
short supply even before the pandemic began. That’s because the industry was moving in
the direction of 5G , which required the expensive wafers.

@But high consumer demand for low-end products, coupled with large orders from tech
firms chocked chip makers whose factories were also closed during lockdowns. As the
industry gradually tried to pull itself out of the supply crunch, logistical complexities
exacerbated the problem. And then cost of moving containers across the world drove up
the price of the core component used in most electronic devices and automobiles.

@ Ukraine supplies rare gases used to produce semiconductor fab lasers, and Russia
exports rare metals like palladium to make semiconductors. This combination is required
to build chipsets that power a range of devices, from automobiles to
smartphones.Palladium is often used as an alternative to gold in making various devices
as the metal is highly malleable and resistant to corrosion.

@ The rare metal is considered to be softer than gold, but is still much harder and durable

than the yellow metal. This quality of palladium gives it more protection against an impact
and a greater resistance to denting. So, automobile makers, electronics manufacturers
and biomedical device producers prefer the silvery-white metal. Russia and South Africa
are the two largest producers of palladium.

@ While platinum and rhodium could be substituted for palladium, Russia is also a

leading producer of the other platinum group metals.Palladium is used in nearly all
electronic devices, and the metal is a key to make chipsets and circuit boards. Itis used
to make multi-layer ceramic capacitors (MLCCs), which are important to make
smartphone screens, stereo systems, and power circuit breakers. As Russia’s invasion
into Ukraine escalates, the country is getting hit by Western sanctions. This could disrupt
the country’s exports, leaving the semiconductor firms fewer options to source raw
materials to make chip sets.
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@ Nearly 600 million people in India, mostly in the rural areas, have little or no access

to health care. One can add to this another fact: the country is short of nearly five lakh
doctors.

@ A few years ago, the Union Health Ministry drew flak when it put forth a proposal to

train a new cadre of health professionals. Under this plan, these professionals, after
undergoing a short term, 3-3.5 year course in modern medicine, were to serve the
health needs of the rural population, with a focus on primary care.Such short-term
courses aren’t new in the Indian health-care scenario. In the 1940s, primary care
physicians — who were trained under short-term courses, and broadly termed
Licentiate Medical Practitioners (LMPs) would deliver quality services in the rural
sector until the Bhore Committee (1946) recommended abolishing them in the idea
that India would produce enough MBBS doctors.

@ Short-term courses in modern medicine have been consistently equated with

producing “cheaply made, poor quality doctors”. However, one begs to differ with this.
LMPs cannot be called quacks if they be adequately trained in their field (primary care)
and have a well-defined role in health care.

@ concern is that the rural population would be made to feel like second class

citizens by appointing a lower tier doctor to treat them. This can be put to rest by not
letting LMPs replace MBBS doctors but instead work in a subordinate capacity.A few
changes in the public health system can be envisioned here: LMPs be employed in
sub-centres where they perform both clinical and administrative functions at the sub-
centre level. This would also allow easier access to primary and emergency care and
keep the post of medical officer for MBBS doctors, thereby deterring any competition
between the two cadres of physicians.

@ This has many advantages. With LMPs working at the grass-root level, a single PHC

would be able to handle a bigger population, allowing for more resources to be
concentrated on individual PHCs for manpower and infrastructure development and
also for increasing the remuneration of medical officers.Ancillary responsibilities can
be taken off an MBBS doctor and their skills put to better use.



9 in 10 Indians think wife must always obey husband: study

Pew Center
report on gender
roles released

G, SAMPATH

NEW [FELHI

While Indians accept women
as political leaders, they
mostly favour traditional
gender roles in family life,
says a report released by the
Pew Research Center, a
Washington DC-based
non-profit.

The study, titled “How In-
dians view gender roles in fa-
milies and society” and re-
leased on March 2, is based
on a survey of 29,999 Indian
adults conducted from No-
vember 2019 to March 2020.

According to the report,
while 55% of Indians be-
lieved that men and women

make equally good political
leaders, “nine-in-ten Indians
agree with the notion that a
wife must always obey her
husband”.

Traditional norms
Indian women were only
slightly less likely than In-
dian men to agree with this
sentiment (61% versus 67%).
Although most Indians ex-
pressed egalitarian views on
gender roles, with 62% say-
ing that both men and wo-
men should be responsible
for child care, traditional
norms still held sway, with
34% convinced that child
care “should be handled pri-
marily by women”.
Similarly, while a “slim
majority (54%) says that both
men and women” should be
responsible for earning mo

C

While a ‘slim majority (54%) says that both men and
women’ should be responsible for earning money,

as many as 43% believed that earning an income is
mainly the obligation of men

PEVW CENTER REPORT

ney, as many as 43% believed
that earning an income is
mainly the obligation of
men. Also, 80% of Indians
agreed with the idea that
when there are few jobs,
men should have more
rights to a job than women.

While Indians valued both
sons and daughters, nearly
94% said it is very important
for a family to have at least
one son, with the corres-
ponding figure for daughters
being 90%.

About 64% of Indians also
said that sons and daughters
should have equal rights to

inheritance from parents.
But while four-in-10 adults
said that sons should have
the primary responsibility to
care for ageing parents, only
2% said the same about
daughters.

The report, noting that
prevalent gender norms “are
part of a wider phenomenon
in Indian society where, for
a variety of historical, social,
religious and economic rea-
sons, families tend to place
higher value on sons rather
than daughters, found that
40% of Indians saw “sex se-
lective abortion as accepta

ble in at least some circum-

stances”,

However, 42% found this
practice “completely
unacceptable”.

Noting that Indian women
are typically not much more
likely than Indian men to ex-
press egalitarian views on
son preference and gender
roles, the study found that si-
milar views prevailed among
young Indian adults (18 to
34) relative to their elders.

Findings compared

The Pew Center report also
compares gender attitudes
in India with its findings in
the rest of the world.

The study, noting that a
global median of 70% said
that it was very important
for women to have the same
rights as men, found a simi

lar ratio in India, with 72% of
Indians saying gender equal-
ity is very important.

However, Indians were
less likely than people in
North America (92% me-
dian), Western Europe
(90%), and Latin America
(82%) to place a high value
on gender equality.

They were more likely to
do so compared to sub-Saha-
ran Africa (48% median) and
the Middle-East-Northern
Africa region (44%). In South
Asia, Indians were more like-
ly to bat for gender equality
than Pakistanis (72% to
G4%).

The survey found that In-
dians with a college degree
were less likely to hold tradi-
tional views on gender roles,
although this did not extend
to all gender-related issues.

@ Pew Center has released report on gender roles. According to the report,
while 55% of Indians believed that men and women make equally good political

leaders, “nine-in-ten Indians agree with the notion that a wife must always obey
her husband”.

@ Although most Indians expressed egalitarian views on gender roles, with 62%

saying that both men and women should be responsible for child care,
traditional norms still held sway, with 34% convinced that child care “should be
handled primarily by women”.

@Similarly, while a “slim majority (54%) says that both men and women” should

be responsible for earning money, as many as 43% believed that earning an
income is mainly the obligation of men.

@ Also, 80% of Indians agreed with the idea that when there are few jobs, men
should have more rights to a job than women.While Indians valued both sons

and daughters, nearly 94% said it is very important for a family to have at least
one son, with the corresponding figure for daughters being 90%.



Lines and roles

The time may have come for clarifying

the role and functions of Governors

igns of a confrontation between Raj Bhavan and

the elected government in a State are not infre-

quent in the country. The onus often appears to
be on the Chief Ministers to avert a constitutional crisis,
as evidenced by Pinarayi Vijayan trying to buy peace
with a miffed Governor, Arif Mohammed Khan, rather
than pursue a confrontational course, over several is-
sues in recent time iny

functioning, some Governors seem to be using the dis-
cretionary space avai ogimes or
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Ministers save in a few well-known exceptional situa-
tions” — “situations” also illustratively listed. Yet, there
is the extraordinary situation of some Governors not
acting upon requests to grant clemency or assent to
Bills; and, in one instance in Tamil Nadu, a reluctance
to reserve for the President’s consideration a Bill that
expressly requires Presidential assent because of ob-
vious conflict with a central law.

Much of the conflict arises due to the Constitution it-
self. It fixes no time-frame for the Governors to act, and
contains, in Article 163, an unusual power to
what is in their discretion and what is n

Vhile as the ‘lynchpin’ of the constitutional apparatus,
Governors indeed have a duty to defend the Constitu-
tion and encourage or caution the elected regime, the
impression that Governors are not obliged to heed Ca-
binet advice persists in some areas. ¢

- , as suggested by
the M.M. Punchhi Commission, ending the practice of
burdening Governors with the office of Chancellor in
universities should also be considered.



An appetite for war but no place for peace

Millennia after Ashoka's well-artculated moral discourse against war, the world is far from walking the talk
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Awn appetite for war but no place for peace

e Article gives reference of Ashoka and mentions how Millennia after Acghoka’s well-articulated moral discourse against
war, the world is far from walking the talk.

Anti-war eongciousness

e [t took a cataclysmic act to transform Aghoka. For until then, he was himself a follower of the warrior ethic. [n pre-
Ashokan elite culture, hyper mageuline virtues were praised.

o Achoka himself followed thig ethic until the conquest of Kalinga when the scale of wanton destruction, left him
distraught and changed his perspective. Thenceforth, Ashoka publiely deno unced the glorification of conquest and
diemiseed the idea that fame and glory are goods in themselves. The only kind of fame and glory he wighed foris
one that is achieved by obeying and following the Dhamma, i.e. public and political morality.

e The central o the king's Dhamma i Sarvajana, sarvalokahita (welfare of all living beings in thic world and
hereafter). War and conquest upset the physical security of humans as well as the valid pursuit of these goods.
Therefore, these must be shunned. True glory lies in elevating life-sustaining goods of ordinary persons above

power and conquest.

o Byrejecting the warrior ethic, Ashoka launched a radically new vision of kingship in which violence became a
contingent rather than a necessary, constitutive feature. They do not spring from human nature nor are they
intrinsic to the human condition. They stem from insatiable greed and gargantuan ambition. Although it ig hard to
imagine a world without anger and aggression, or conflict-free human condition, multiple ways exist to manage
and contain them. Large-scale violence and war are avoidable.

Humanity’s refugal to learn

e Yet, the human species refuses to learn. Alternatives to organiced violence stare usin the face but powerful

rulers carry on regardless.

o We must seek out the best peaceful alternatives to secure the good. In any case, we cannot forget that warsg are
ingtigated by strong, ambitious men to intimidate the weak into giving up something generally valuable. Wars
bring devastation to the many in order to bring enormous material gaing to the few.

o [ticmore than 2,000 years since we developed a well-articulated moral consciousness against war. But
humanity is nowhere near walking the talk.



A negation of the individual and a collective moral decay

Handing down the death sentence in a cursory manner and the ensuing public silence are canse for concern
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A negation of the individual and a collective moral decay

e ([n the backdrop of recent court verdict- where a special court has sentenced 38 accused to death and Il to life
imprisonment in the Ahmedabad blasts of 2008, Author provides arguments against the death penalty.

e According to areport by the National Law University, Delhi, a total of 488 prigoners in India (as of 2021)
were on death row, which is an increase of nearly 21% from 2020.

o [none fell swoop, the verdict of the court in Ahmedabad has now added a near [0% increase to this number; it
is algo a reflection of the growing trend of trial courts to cursorily hand down the death sentence.

Degree of retributive justice

Debates on the death sentence often focus on its efficacy or constitutionality. But the central issue remains : the
death sentence grants the state the monopoly of violence. This monopoly is justified by claiming that such a step
prevents erime or that it is a measure of long-due justice. But at its core, death as a punishment for the ‘rarest of
rare’ erimes is the highest measure of retributive justice in eriminal law, baged entirely on diseretion.

® Fundamentally, ‘rarest of rare’is a standard that allows a court of law to use public sentiment ag a judicially reliable
standard in handing out the death sentence. [ndia’s carceral eriminal jurisprudence requires a court to calculate
proportionality between erime and punishment. But here ig a sentence that goes beyond the confines of these
caleulations to deprive a person of their life — committing an act whose central value itself is immeasurable.

As per the author, instead of lifting the moral atmogphere of society, the ‘rarest of rare’ standard gives an ingtitution

the power to bracket people as those who deserve to live imprisoned and those who deserve to be institutionally killed.
The impossibility of reform, the heinous nature of the erime, the shock to the public conscience, none of these things

sufficiently justify the right of a fallible institution to take someone’s life.

e Handing down a mass death sentence, the court hag only opened the door for greater misuge of a questionable
power to end a life without any oversight.

e Maybe calling it the death ‘penalty’ itself is problematic. It is not a levy on delayed tax filings or a moment in a football
match. Such a permanent gentence requires us to assume that our ingtitutions are infallible and user-proof. To cast
this as a simple ‘penalty’ ignores what it truly does — it negates the individual for the final time.



The Libyan imbroglio gets more complicated

Peace requires a level of leadership and statesmanship that has not been apparent for several vears

TALMIZ AHMAD

Librya’s deeply divided palities tsok a
turm For the hizarre when, on Felbine-
ary 10y it soquired rwo prime minis-
ters. This marks the culmination of
bimaries that have defined the coun-
1y Tor the Last eight yeairs - it has had
two centres of power; twa armed
lorces; s ceirl Banks - ane &
tralling the treasury, the ather print-
Irsg thee currency; and two rival nter-
national coalitions  that  hawe
Influenced podithcs

In the east there is the House of
Representatives (HOR) in Tobruk
that & headed by the speaker, Aguila
Saleh. it is hacked by the Libvan Ma
tional Army (LNA) under sell-styled
Field Marshall Khalifa Haftas. In the
wast, the Government of Matbonal Ac-
card {GNA) in Tripoli was the ewecu-
tive autharity; in February last year,
it wins: replaced by the Government of
Mational Linity (GNLD,

The broden country has provided
a home for several of the region's dis-
grnumtled milicants, who have jolned
its various warring groups. These
have incladed militanis who were
hastile to Chacd's President ldriss De-
by, One such group, the Frong for
Change and Condord in Chad (FACT),
on April 10, 2021, crossed over from
its base fin Litvya inoo Chad and, in the
ensuing conflict, the veteran presi
dent was killed, signalling profonged
instahility in the Sahel region.

Libsya divided
Till recently, the GNA in Tripali,
which had some idealogical afhlis-
tion with the Muslim Brogherbood,
was hacked by a part of the natonal
army arud Incal militia, and was sup-
ported by Turkey and Qatar. It con-
trals the northwest of Libya, includ-
ing Tripoli and Misrata

The Tobruk sdminisirabon com-
tmals the east, centre and south of the
coumery. 11 is hostile 1o the Brathes-
hood and committed to fghting ex-
tremists, partcularly those lnked to
the [Elaimic State. It thus enjoys the
support of the LAE, Egypt, France,
the 115, and Rusdia. In April 3009,
Mr. Haftar, backed by his foreign
sponsors and Russian mercenaries

® Recently, the Libya parliament has approved a
new government degpite the incumbent admin-
istration pledging not to cede power, pushing a
fragile peace process to the brink of collapse

SHOLA Eabil GECEAH BILUTIES

from the private Wagner groap, had
mounted & major milicary ellart
bring the country under his contral;
b Movember 2009, he had reached
the putskirts of Tripoli. His march
was halted by the GRAS agreement
with Turkey for military assistance -
Turkey then few in several lundred
of its own soldiers and a lew thou-
sand militants from Syria and foroed
Mt Haftar 1o retreat. A ceasedire was
arranged under UM auspices in Oc-
tober 20&0.

In February last year, the UN spe-
clal ervoy for Libyva facilicated the
sering up ol an Enberim govermmeent,
the GHL, in Tripol, headed by Prime
Mindarer Abdiil Hamid Disedbaly, that
wonllel include members from the
east and west, However, COnirary
the sarlier proposal, instead of fina-
lising a new constimtion, the HOR
speaker, Mr. Saleh, unilaterally -
saed a new election law and decreed
that only presidential - elections
would take place on December 24,
thurs ensuring that the HOR would re-
main unchanged and he would re
tain his authority.

Thee presidential election threw up
thre principal candidates - Mr. Haf-
Lar; Sadl al-lslam Qaddali, the former
rulers som; and Prime Minisier Dbei
bh lsimsell. A0 of them wene conth-
versial: Mr. Haftar's democratic cre-
demtials were doubtful. Mr Saif
al-ldam banked on the nostalgia for
the order and security during his
father's mle and amnesia about the
atendant tyranmy. Om becoming
prime minister, Mr. Dbeibah had -
sured he would not be a candidate
for the presidency; besides this, he
alsa dedline o resign from his post
three months before the elections, as
recjuired by the slecioral decres.
Mane of these candidates enjoved na-
tioerwide suppart.

Two days before the elections, the
election commisaion declared that,
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taking into account “techndcal, judi
cial and security regoris, it would be
impossibile to hold elections™ on the
approved date. This has seq the scage
fior the current imbroglio. Mr. Saleh
in Tobruk used the impasse to de-
clare that Mr. Dbeibah’ term had
ended and, on February 10, an-
nounced that the HOR had unani-
masly edecied former interior mi
nisper Fathi Bashaga as prime
manaster. Mr. Dheibah rejected this
appalntment and sabd he would scay
in power till elections were held. Mr.
Bashaga, wheo, like Mr, Dbeibah, also
belongs to bisrata, sabd he was pro-
ceeding o Tripoli, Om Febrary 24,
he submbmed his csbinet o the HOR
for appraval.

A complicated set of external de-
velopments has led oo the ongoing
fiasco in Libya - Turkey's diplomatic
autreach to Egypt anel the UAE. In
May last year, a Turkish delegation
was in Cairo, ending the freese in di-
plomatic interactions fFom 2003,
when the Brotherbood government
af Mohammed Morsi had been over
throwm in & millieary codp.

Then, in Augus, the UAE'S aation-
al securlty adviser visited Ankara,
and was followed i November by
the Crowm Prince of Alw Dhakd, The
Lutrer promised UAE investments of
$10 billion in Turkey's beleaguered
economy and later placed 35 billon
in Turkey's central bank in a swap ar-
rangement. The Turkish President
visibed Abu Dhabi an February i4.

These engagements are the result
al several [ctors. One, with the L5
apparently increasingly disengaged
froam West Asian affairs, the regional
states are themselves addressing
comncentlons lssues, Second, there isa
high degres of crigis-fatigee - the
long-drawm conflicts in Syria, Yemen
and Libya have caused widedpread
death amd destrisction and exacer-
bated rezbonad inscabiity, bat ylelded

0 military oulcome. Finally, the
Gulf mations and Egypt now seem
less ooncerned about the challenge
fram palitical Islam, prtcalady the
Mushim Brotherbood, given that Is
imternal cohesion and regional in-
flvence have simificantly shated
These considerations have encour-
aped regional powers to pursue fresh
diplomstic engagements lcusing on
BOOTENTIC COOpETAtham.

These developments are belng re-
Nected in Libya. With the blessmgs of
the UAE, Egypa and Russla, Mr, Saleb
has brought about a rapprochemsnt
between Mr. Bashaga and Mr. Haftar,
with rlse Lurer perhaps being pro-
mised the post of defemce minister in
the Bashaga csbiner, Egypr wel
onmes the Bahaga-Haftar recondlia-
thom 45 & coalition that would be ser-
sitive 0 it inferests ancd expand
ecomamic links through contracts for
id compani=s and jobs for its citd-
zens. Bussia belioves that the Saleh
Foas luaga- Haftar sdmmimistrstion will
prinTitise i mierests aver those of
western powers and ensure thar its
bases in the country are not dis-
tarbed, Turkey hopes that national
umity and stability will ersabile it to re-
vive its unfinished projects from the
(Jaddsh era and, with Libvan sup-
peart, expand its interests in the East
Mediverranean.

Outlook for Libya
Libya s amce again experiencing the
‘one stabe, PWo GOVETIITETES" it
5o of earlier times. The reason for
optimésm is that, for the first time in
several years, we could have a go-
vernment that straddles the east-
west divide, with the support of ex-
ternal powers

B the swthonk 5 uncertain - Mr
Dbeibah shows no sign ol going
quietly intp the sunset. He has ane
moineed deveral populist measnes
and has set ot 1 detailed plan to take
lorward a ransparent polithcal pro-
oess. He is also mobilising militants
loval bo him and has warned of war if
hee is forced out of office. The HOR,
meanwhile, has said it will meet
ahwirrtly Lo approve M. Bashaga's new
government. The prospect of e
neswed condlict canmeot be ruled our.

Peace and national unity in Libya
require a bevel of leadership and sta-
Iesmanship that bas not been appa-
rent i the country for several years

Taleiz Advment served a5 fndian Asbasrodor
o St Arabva, Cinan, amd fhe LAE

The Lilloaaw tmbroglio gets more complicated

and raiging the rigk of new confliet.

Libya now has two prime ministers, two centres
of power; two armed forces; two centralbanks | b
- one controlling the treasury, the other printing | '
the currency; and two rival international
coalitions that have influenced politics.

® [n the east there is the House of
Representatives (HOR) in Tobruk that is
headed by the speaker, Aguila Saleh. [t is 4
backed by the Libyan National Army (LNA). R
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e [n the west, the Government of National
Accord (GNA)in Tripoli was the executive

authority; it was replaced by the Government
of National Unity (GNU).

The political erisis leaves Libya without a unified government, with the main political and military forces bitterly divided and
with no clear path forward. Peace and national unity in Libya require a level of leadership and statesmanship that has not
been apparent in the country for several years.




The alarming rise of food shares

Spells of impoverishment during the pandemic were not
infrequent, and lower castes and minorities bore the brunt of it

RAGHAY GAINA, NIDHI KAICKER
& AASHI GUPTA

Few observations survive the test of tdme.
Fewer gain significance over time. Engel's
Law is a case in point. A version is that the
poater a family, “the greater the proportion
of the total outgo which must be used for
fivod. The proporticn of the owtgo used for
foodd, other things being equal, is the best
meeasure of the material standard of living of
a population.” Based on this law, our objec-
tive is to examine spells of impoverishment
during the pandemic in India. Our analysis is
based on the CMIE Consumer Pyramids Hou-
sehold Survey (January 2019-August 2021),
Tt is not just food expenditures that differ
but also diets. The caste-based hierarchy is
deep-seated in India, with the Brahmins and
other upper castes at the top, and the Sche-
duled Castes (5Cs) and Scheduled Tribes
(5Ts) at the bottom. Traditionally, Brahmins
are vegetarian, while SCs and 5Ts are not.
Hindus in India are better-oft than Muslims
on average. While many Hindus are vegetar-
fan, many also eat meat with the exception
of beef, Muslims are non-vegetarian and are
allowed to eat all kinds of meat except pork.

Rise in food shares

The shock of the pandemic cansed break-
downs in food supply chains and a fall in
food demand, a consequence of loss of in-
gome. Yet, subsistence food requirements
had to be met. Amidst the misery, food pric-
es spiked as there was speculative hoarding
by food sellers and “panic buying” by con-
sumers. The lockdowns resulted in a sharp
rise in foed share across rural and urban In-
dia and among all sociveconomic groups
comprising various castes and religions, but
at different rates.

Amaong 5C households in rural areas, the
food share ranged from 46% to 54% before
March 2020. However, it surged to about
64% in April 2020 coinciding with the first
served among STs, Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) and Ochers. [n urban areas, it was the
0OBCs and Others who saw a sharp rise, One
reason for the opposing results in rural and
urban India could be the shift of expenditure
in urban areas by the upper castes to home-
cooked food — a change in lifestyle forced by
the lnckdown and fear of the pandemic.

Omce restrictions were lifted, there was a
sharp decline in food share across all groups.
While this decline continued in August 2021,
food shares were still higher than pre-pan-
demic levels, However, the extent of contrac-
tion differed between rural and urban areas
and among different castes. To illustrate, the
food share of 5Cs recorded the sharpest con-
traction, followed by Others, 5Ts and OBCs,

In urban areas, the fall was steepest among
the 5Ts, followed by Others, 5Cs and OBCs.
During the peak of the first wave (Septem-
ber 2020}, food expenditure shares declined
among all households in urban areas. In ro-
ral areas, 5Cs and 5Ts saw a rise in food
shares despite relaxation of restrictions.
Soon after, food shares declined across all
castes until Novemnber 2020, followed by a
slightly steeper rise which peaked during the
second wave, especially in urban areas.
Different religions groups alse expe-
rienced a sharp rise in the share of food ex-
penditure in both rural and urban areas. The
shares of food among rural Hindu house-
holds ranged from 44% to 52% prior to
March 2020, and among urban Hindu howse-
holds from 40% to 49%. These shares spiked
to over 61% and over 59% in April 2020, res-
pectively. The shares of Muslims in rural
areas ranged from 48% to 58%, and in urban
areas [rom 45% o 52% prior to the Arst lock-
down. They rose to about 66% and 62% in
April 2020, respectively. The increases were
almost double of those in rural areas. At the
onser of the pandemic, urban areas were hit
harder than rural areas in terms of rising C0-
VID-19 cases, which may have led to greater
shifts in food budget expenditure in urban
households. After April 2020, the shares de-
clined gradually until November 2020 with a
steady rise across all religions in bath rural
and urban areas during the second wave,
with a peaking of the shares in May 2021
Mothing definitive can be inferred about
the impact of the third wave except that it
was less severe than the previouws waves. It is
thus mot unlikely that food shares may have
risen slightly as the informal sector and em-
ployment remained sluggish and the food
supply chains were far from fully restored.
Spurts of higher food share are alarming
for three reasons: inferior cereals are substi-
tuted for expensive cereals; lower amounts
are spent on more nourishing foods such as
fruits and vegetables; and other essential
non-food iftems such as education and
healtheare are neglected. Thus, spells of im-
poverishment during the pandemic were ot
infrequent, and lower castes and minorities
bore the brunt of it. The Budget (2002-23) is a
mixed bag as it seeks to promote growth
through investments but neglects deficiency
of aggregate demand, especially among the
deprived. Whether this is a lack of sensitivity
to the plight of the disadvantaged or a mis-
guided growth strategy of growth or perhaps
baoth requires a deeper scrutiny.

Nicthi Knicker is an Assistant Professor of
Huml,g‘:mmt.ﬂr:n'.wd‘:ﬂr Dhaiversiry, Diedhi; Ashi
Geyper 5 &8 Doetoral Student dn Evorormics, Delhi
Schoal af Ecoramics, Lindversity of Dethi; and Raghov
Gizitea is Research Affliate, Popickation Aging Ressarch
Center, University of Pennsylvania, Phitadelphia

Engel's Law is an economic theory introduced in 1857 by
Ernst Engel, a German statistician, stating that the
percentage of income allocated for food purchases
decreases as income rises.

@ Analysis is based on the CMIE Consumer Pyramids
Household Survey (January 2019-August 2021).



Can a person refuse COVID
vaccine? SC seeks govt. view

Court was hearing plea against makin

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
MEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday asked the govern-
ment to respond to advocate
Prashant Bhushan's “impor-
tant” argument that a per-
son has an absolute right to
refuse COVID vaccine and
States cannot compel them
to take the vaccine on the
pain of denying them basic
rights.

Appearing before a Bench
of Justices L. Nageswara Rao
and B.R. Gavai, Mr. Bhushan
said though the Centre had
made vacclnation volumntary,
several States had issued
notification making vaccina-
tion mandatory by denying
basic rights and services to
people who are not inoculat-
ed against the virus. Even
children were denied access
to schools if they or their pa-
rents were not vaccinated.
He referred to reports that
children, who have very lit-
tle chance of contracting the
virus, are showing symp-
toms of myocarditis after
vaccination.

‘Individual health®

Mr. Bhiushan, who is himself
not vaccinated, said the de-
cision whether or not to get
inoculated solely concerns
individual health and not
public health as vaccinated
people, as thelr unvaccinat-
[!I:! ::mlnt!rrp;trl.*;, continue to
get and transmit the virus. In
fact, he argued, people
armed with natural antibo-
dies atter surviving a COVID
attack show berter
resilience.

Mr. Bhushan, appearing
for Jacob Pulivel, a former
member of the National
Technical Advisory Group

Prashant Bhushan

on Immunisation, said the
government had ignored
getting an informed consent
from people about vaccina-
ton by belng opaque about
vaccine trials and by not put-
ting the enfire data and in-
consistencies up for public
and independent scientific
SCrutiny.

“Waccines are creating
more variants of COVID-19
virus. Mass vaccination
creates more variants when
the virus tries to escape the
effects of the vaccine. Over
50% of the population have
already got COVID after the
Omicron wave. They now
enjoy superior and more ro-
bust protection from those
whio are vaccinated, So why
insist on vaccination? | have
an absolute right to refuse to
take any medicine which I,
after study, feel would do me
more harm,” he argued.

He contended that though
“vaccine does prevent, to
some extent, people from
becoming ill, people who
are healthy hardly have any
chance to suffer COVID, and
nobody knows the long-term
effect of the vaceine. If vac-
cine does not anyway pre-
vent the transmission of the
disease, there is no point
maml.'tring Vaccine as a pre-
condition to access basic

@ it mandatory

rights and services™.

Countering for the go-
vernment, Additional Solici-
tor-General Aishwarya Bhati
said 96.8% of the population
had already taken their first
dose and 80% their second
dosa, Mr. Bhushan's conten-
tlons were of no significance
at this stage. Ms. Bhati said
Mr. Bhushan’s “tall claim”
about children showing
symptoms  of myocarditis
had no relevance as the vac-
cime administered to them in
India was Covaxin which
contained dead or inactive
virus.

Justice Rao, addressing
Mr. Bhushan, said that he
might be taking the court in-
to the “deep realms of
science” and judges were
not scientists.

Limited enquiry
However, the court said it
was ready to go in for a "li-
mited enquiry” into the
question whether the deci-
sion taken by the States to
make vaccination mandato-
ry was based on relevant da-
ta or executed arbitrarily.

“Before [ take medicine, 1
have to give consent. For it
to be informed, | need to
have all the data placed be-
fore me., ‘Trial data has to be
released in order to be stu-
died. Otherwise, trials are
conducted by the pharma-
ceutical companies, They
will hide inconsistencies.
Data need to be released to
be studied by independent
scientists,” Mr.  Bhushan
argued.

The court asked the go-
vernment to place its res-
ponse in an affidavic by Sa-
turday and posted the case

for March 8.

@ several States had issued notification making

vaccination mandatory by denying basic rights and
services to people who are not inoculated against the
virus. Even children were denied access to schools if
they or their parents were not vaccinated. He referred
to reports that children, who have very little chance of
contracting the virus, are showing symptoms of
myocarditis after vaccination.

@ Over 90% of the population have already got

COVID after the Omicron wave. They now enjoy
superior and more robust protection from those who
are vaccinated. So why insist on vaccination



Clear road map for 5G auction: PM

Modli cites Biden’s call to ‘Make in America’ and rely less on foreign supply chains

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

Citing U.S. President Joe Bi-
den’s State of the Union ad-
dress where he exhorted
Americans to ‘Make in Amer-
ica’ and rely less on ‘foreign
supply chains’, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Wed-
nesday said India too ought
to be Atmanirbhar [self-suf-
ficient] and take cognisance
of this “global trend”.

“Make more cars and
semiconductors in America.
More infrastructure and in-
novation in America. More
goods moving faster and
cheaper in America. More
jobs where you can earn a
good living in America. And
instead of relying on foreign
supply chains, let’s make it
in America,” said Mr. Biden
on Wednesday.

Mr. Modi was speaking at
a webinar to discuss Union
Budget allocations for

The budget laid emphasis
on “sunrise sectors” such
as Artificial Intelligence,

geospatial systems, drones,
semi-conductors, space technology, |
genomics, pharmaceuticals and

clean technologies to 5G. We

have to make maximum

use of technology for the

ease of living
NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

science and information
technology, and said the
Budget laid emphasis on
“sunrise sectors” such as Ar-
tificial Intelligence, geospa-
tial systems, drones, semi-
conductors, space technolo-
gy, genomics,
pharmaceuticals, clean tech-
nologies and 5G.

The Budget laid a clear
road map for 5G spectrum
auction, and PLI schemes
had been proposed for de-
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sign-led manufacturing relat-
ed with a strong 5G ecosys-
tem. He asked the private
sector to increase its efforts
in this area.

‘Use of technology’
“We are familiar with the
principles of science, but we
have to emphasise how to
make maximum use of tech-
nology for the ease of living,”
Mr. Modi said.

The global market for

gaming was expanding and
therefore the budget had fo-
cussed on Animation Visual
Effects Gaming (AVGC). India
needed to adapt toys to “In-
dian milieu and needs,” he
said.

The Prime Minister ex-
horted the private sector to
take maximum advantage of
change of rules for the use of
geospatial data and the infi-
nite opportunities that had
emerged due to the reform.

“The world has seen our
reliability from our self-sus-
tainability to vaccine pro-
duction at the time of CO-
VID. We have to replicate
this success in every sector,”
Mr. Modi said.

Mr. Modi also emphasised
the importance of a robust
data security framework for
the country, and asked the
gathering for a road map for
setting standards and norms
for that.



